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Rebecca M. Patton MSN, RN, CNOR, of Lakewood, Ohio was elected to serve a two-
year term as president of the American Nurses Association in June 2006.  ANA is the 
nation’s largest professional nursing organization representing the major health policy, 
practice, and workplace issues of 2.9 million registered nurses (RNs) in the United States.  

A nurse since 1980, Patton was most recently the Director of periOperative Services for 
EMH Regional Healthcare System in Cleveland, Ohio.  She is also a member of the 
Editorial Board of OJIN: Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, and has written chapters 
for books on medical-surgical nursing and articles for nursing journals.  
 
Patton has a Bachelors of Science in nursing from Kent State University and a Masters of 
Nursing from Case Western Reserve University.  She has held numerous ANA positions 
including treasurer (1998-2002), Board of Directors member (1994-1998), and delegate 
to the ANA House of Delegates (2003-2005).  
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